(  When ( Will ( It ( End? (
Habakkuk cried out: O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you "Violence!" and you will not save? Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise. So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked surround the righteous -- therefore judgment comes forth perverted.  Hab. 1:2-4, NRSV

Was Habakkuk’s world different from ours today? Consider…

· The increasing incidents of violent terrorism that ends so many innocent lives (young and old, children and women) so tragically in the name of religion, race and political reforms?

· Law and justice seem be blind and impotent in ending the prevailing injustice – they are slack, literally, paralyzed, 

as increasing injustice (among even the judiciary) metes out judgments in favour of wrongdoers and the wicked; 

the criminal, the crooked, the corrupt and their cronies. The wicked prosper and the righteous are trampled underfoot

– the law is not only paralyzed but perverted!

· There is no end in sight to the destruction of lives and property at the slightest provocation, the violence arising from strife and contention at the least irritation – and all these, very often, just over minor matters and misunderstanding. 

At the risk of misapplying the scripture in its contextual interpretation, do we still hear…

(    The souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held…(as) they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?  Rev. 6:9, 10, NRSV
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The above map is compiled from Open Doors International World Watch List - a detailed survey conducted each year by them. The countries coloured in dark shades show where persecution, harassment and discrimination against Christians occurs on a daily basis. The darker the colour, the more severe the persecution! 

It is difficult to find authoritative statistics, but roughly a billion Christians live in countries where their religious liberty is restricted, and a billion others enjoy more legal freedom than ever before. It is fair to say that more Christians are being persecuted today than ever before, but it's also important to recount the good news, and that more Christians have benefited from a rise in religious freedom than ever before.   (Extracted from an article at the following Open Doors site: http://oduk.infogateway.org/article_global_overview.php )
(  The last sentence above should be a reminder of the prophetic warning of Christ in Mt. 24:6-14, NRSV.

You will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not alarmed; for this must take place, 

but the end is not yet.
For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places: all this is but the beginning of the birth pangs.” Then they will hand you over to be tortured and will put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name… But the one who endures to the end will be saved. And this good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world, as a testimony to all the nations; 


and then the end will come.
But how prepared are we for the end? 

Is there an urgency to proclaim the good news throughout the world to hasten the Lord’s coming?

There will be famines and earthquakes in various places:

Natural disasters have increased in frequency and intensity during recent years. Compare the following chart taken from the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction below: [Pay attention to the statistics from 1960-2005 and note the highly increasing number of cases from decade to decade for every category during this period.]

Distribution of natural disasters: by origin (1900-2005, by decades*)
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In the last four years, natural (or unnatural) disasters occurred in our part of the world more frequently and more fiercely than ever before. We experienced the tsunami that caused havoc in South and South-east Asia, and last month Myanmar suffered from the terrible effects of Typhoon (Cyclone) Nargis, the deaths of thousands being aggravated by the uncaring attitude of the country’s authorities in not acting fast to aid the victims and in acting slow to allow international aid to come through. Just days later, China suffered from a still more disastrous earthquake that killed nearly a million (not taking into account, the big number of earthquakes in Indonesia that shook the country prior to this. What about the rains that poured down in torrents causing rising floods on the earth, destroying potential foodstuff and now causing worldwide hunger?)

Among the victims and survivors in China were many Christians who lost their homes, family members and relatives, property, etc. etc. Within seconds, what were once their loved ones and treasured possessions vanished into the thick dust of collapsed buildings as the earth opened up to swallow them. 

If China had the efficiency of authoritarian rule to quickly go to the aid of their citizens, Myanmar was deprived of it.
It was at this juncture that The ECHOS was moved to act and as in the case when the tsunami first stuck the shores, within two weeks all the assemblies in Penang and a couple in Perak rallied to the aid of the Myanmarese Christians. 
At the end of the third week, we sent a sum of RM37,817.00 to aid our brethren in Myanmar. We thank those who contributed to the Penang-Perak Assembly Typhoon Nargis Relief Fund, as follows:
	Assembly
	Amount

	   Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	2,500.00

	   Island Glades Gospel Centre
	3,000.00

	   Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall
	6,015.00

	   Sungai Ara Gospel Hall
	8,000.00

	   Butterworth Gospel Hall
	1,280.00

	   Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre
	1,109.00

	   Taiping Gospel Hall
	2,000.00

	   Kledang Community Centre
	6,913.00

	   Anonymous A
	5,000.00

	   Anonymous B
	2,000.00

	
	37,817.00


Of the amount, we sent 30% or RM11,345.00 to the Malaysian Myanmar Ministry (MMM) and 70% or RM26,472.00 to Witnessing for Christ (WFC) in Yangon. Their respective reports as to how they used the funds are profiled in The ECHOS. [Refer to Profile 3A on p10 and Profile 3B on p14]

The victims and survivors in Myanmar and China continue to need aid and prayer. Let us remember our brethren in this time of need.




























